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<Summary>

An Aanalysis of Korean Women’s Reproductivities

Sea-Baick Lee*

An analysis of reproductivity is mainly con-
cerned with the measurement of net force of
fertility expressed in terms of a generation rath-
er than in a given year. The present study ex-
amined current trends of Korean Women’s
reproductivity interpreting general reproduct-
ion and net reproduction rates, intrinsic rate of
natural increase and mean length of generation.

The data used for this analysis were drawn
from the national fertility surveys from 1970
through 1990 conducted by the Korea Institute
for Population and Health. The figures of the
present study revealed that the reproduction
rates of Korea during the last 20 years de-
creased from 2.22 in 1970 to 0.71 in 1990 and

net reproduction rates also dropped from 1.9 to
0.69 during the same period of time. Further-
more, from this study, it 1s noticed that the re-
placement level of fertility had been reached
since the early 1980’s. The intrinsic rate of nat-
ural increase as measure of population growth
under existing conditions of fertility and mortal-
ity and free of the influence of the current age
distribution, is computed. The level of rate was
not much changed and was 0.3 in 1970 com-
pared with 0.25 in 1990, which is still higher
than other developed countries. The mean age
of mother at the birth of their daughters defined
as the length of generation has been slightly
changed from 23.9 in 1971 to 25.8 in 1990.
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