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The Influence of the Experience of Child
Sexual Violence on Suicide Behavior

Patterns:
A Latent Class Analysis

Kim, Soo Jung
(Former Ewha Womans University)

This study identified the patterns of suicide behavior (suicide ideation, plan,
attempt, treatment) and examined the effect of the experience of child sexual violence
on patterns of suicide behavior. We analyzed the data from the 8th year Korea Youth
Risk Behavior Web-Based Survey, including 74,186 students in seventh to twelve
graders. Latent class analysis and multi-logistic regression models were used for the
data analysis. The results of this study were as follows. First, suicide behavior
patterns were classified into three latent groups: Low suicide risk group (91.4%);
Suicide ideation group (7.4%); Suicide attempt risk group (1.2%). Second, the
children as victims of sexual violence were more likely to belong to the “Suicide
attempt risk group” than the “Low suicide risk group”. And it was more likely to
belong to “Suicide thoughts group” than the “Low suicide risk group”. Findings
suggested that it should be recognized through teacher and parental education that
the experience of child sexual abuse is an important risk factor for suicide behavior.
In order to prevent suicide, intervention and treatment are needed for victims of
child sexual violence. In addition, it is suggested that a linkage should be established
between services on child sexual violence, suicide prevention centers and mental

health welfare centers.

Keywords: Child Sexual Violence, Victim Experience, Suicide Behavior, Latent Class
Analysis



