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Summary

A Study on the Factors Influencing
Church Social Welfare Activities

Meesook Kim

The purpose of this study is to find factors which affect church
social welfare activities and the relationship between church social
welfare activities and changes in the number of church members.

Previous research utilized descriptive analysis. Research findings
assume that major elements related with church social welfare
activities are the pastors’ perspectives on social welfare, social
workers roles, cooperation among local churches, and the budget for
social welfare activities. This study utilized multiple regression
analysis to test the above hypothesis and Pearson’s correlation
analysis to see the relationship between the church social welfare
activities and the increase of members in the church.

It has found that the factors affecting church social welfare
activities are the budget for social welfare activities, the number of
church members, church members’ awareness of social welfare activities,
the existence of social worker in the church, the location of the
church(urban area or rural area), church facilities, and church openness
to the local community. Meanwhile, the pastor’'s awareness on church
social welfare activities, cooperation among churches and other
institutions have turned out to be insignificant factor. It has also found
that church social welfare activities have a significant and positive
correlation with changes in the number of church members. Active
social welfare activities are related with the growth of church members.

This study suggests that in order to revive church social welfare
activities churches should increase the social welfare budget, utilize
church facilities for social welfare, raise church member’'s awareness
on social welfare, hire social worker(s), assist urban churches, and
open churches to the community. Through promoting the participation
in more active social welfare activities, Korean churches can regain
the reputation which has faded recently.



