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Summary

Current Conditions and Measures for
Improving Food Safety Management

Kee-Hye Chung

The background of the present research are as follows:

O A variety of global changes—the increase in number of fatal
diseases caused by spoiled foods, rapid changes in international
trade area with the launch of the World Trade Organization
(WTO), the change of food environment arising from the
transition of international trade, the appearance of genetically
modified foods—give rise to increasing concerns over food safety.

O In the wake of such global trends, Korea, experiencing
administrative duplications and inefficiencies in food management,
faces the pressing needs of enhancing efficiency and achieving
specialization in the area.

The purposes of the research are as follows:

O Investigate the current condition and problems of food administration
in Korea.

O Analyze foreign food administration.

O Evaluate the ability of municipal offices in undertaking food
administration and survey concerned public servants’ recognition
of food administration.

O Survey recognition of consumers, specialists, and business regarding
food administration.



The results of research are as follows:

O Integration of food safety administration
— The structure of future food administrative system should be
designed to take the responsibility for maximizing the
preparedness and reliability of food safety administration and
to fulfill the need for integrating food safety administration

agencies

O Centralization of food safety administration
— Prevalent, deep—rooted administrative malpractices, including
loose control, feeble administrative measures, should be
extirpated. Administrative responsibilities that have been
transferred from metropolis administration to ward offices
should be returned to promote transparency and appropriateness
of food safety management.

O Modernization food administration
— International trends in food safety administration urge us to
take scientific path to food safety administration. If Korea
fails to measure up to WTO’s new standards and norms
that apply equally to both domestic and imported food
products, then it also fails to enter the competitive arena of
free and open global trade.

O Specialization of food administration
— Additional human resources need to be supplied and deployed
to resolve the problems of manpower. Also, offices in charge
of food administration should be specialized by creating more
jobs in food administration sector and hiring new people who

have a degree in food sanitation.
— Public officials in food administration sector should be given
ample opportunities to have complementary, updated educational

programs.



