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Summary

A Study on the Relationship between
Son Preference and Fetal Sex Screening

Sam-Sik Lee

The current study aims to establish the relationship between son
preference and related practices, and, by analyzing the determinants
thereof based on logistic analysis of the data from 2000 National
Fertility and Family Health Survey, to identify the causes of the
distorted sex ratio at birth in Korea.

Some of the major findings are as follows. Among urban married
women, those who do not hold son preference are not likely to make
use of fetal sex screening while those who do had a high tendency
to make use of fetal sex screening. In the case of urban married
women without son preference, non-religious women as compared
with Christian women are found to be less likely to make use of
fetal sex screening. The waning of the social values that excludes
women from succeeding a family headship is found to exert some
influence on married women to curb their desire for fetal sex
screening as well as their son preference. Married women In
Youngnam region (the southeastern area of Korea), whether or not
holding son preference themselves, generally had a high tendency to
make use of fetal sex screening in order to have a son-selective
childbirth because of its prevailing background ethos favoring sons.

The following implications can be drawn from the results of the
study. First, academic researches and policy efforts to redress the
unbalanced sex rate at birth need to pay particular heed to peoples’
son-selective reproductive behaviors and related determinants. Second,
there is a need for publicity efforts intensively targeting rural married
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women. Also, since son preference among urban married women is
likely to lead them adopt son-selective childbirth strategies,
substantial effort is required to be made with a view to reducing,
and gradually eliminating, their son-preferential attitudes. To do this
would involve taking prudent socioeconomic reform measures
conducive to realizing equality between men and women. Also, legal
reform measures must be taken against the current institutions of
family headship system. Third, the socio—cultural climate of
Youngnam region tends to cultivate and further son- preference
sentiment among married women and therefore foster their tendency
to make use of fetal sex screening. In this regard, intensive publicity
efforts are required in order to change the son-preference attitude of
husbands and parents (parents-in-law in particular). Forth, to foil the
attempts of married women and their families to choose sex-selective
abortions in favor of a son, there must be public efforts to inculcate
medical institutions with the importance of redressing the current
unbalanced sex ratio at birth. Such efforts must be combined with
severe sanctions against illegal medical surgeries associated with
sex—selective childbirths. In addition, NGO monitoring of, and reporting
on, such illegal practices must be encouraged.



