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7]l 312 211 161 121| 98| 80| 61| 56| 6.1 5.6 49 52
A et 2713| 188| 143| 104| 80| 68| 60 56| 55 5.3 5.3 -
A= 200 202 194 169| 125|108| 7.7] 60| 59 5.2 46| 41
Rl E 215| 142| 104| 84| 79| 75| 51| 56| 52 47 421 53
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R 225 185 161 121 94| 79| 62| 61| 59 5.7 58| 56
)= 260 200 161 126| 106| 92| 76] 73| 72 72 71 -

Z}&: OECD, OECD Health Data 2002, 2002.
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Summary

An Analysis of the 1999 Infant Mortality
Rate in Korea

Young Ja Han

Infant mortality rate (IMR) reflects comprehensively the socio-
economic, health and welfare level of a population. Therefore, it is
among one of the most frequently utilized indices for establishing and
evaluating the health policy of a country. In the meantime, infant
mortality rate could not be produced by vital registration due to the
under report of a part of neonatal deaths. It can not be produced by
sample survey also because infant deaths are not a common event.

Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs had developed a new
survey method to find out infant deaths by using national health
msurance data sets. Ministry of Health and Welfare has conducted
three rounds of national infant mortality survey based on the newly
developed method by KIHASA and produced infant mortality rate of
1993, 1996 and 1999 birth cohort.

The 3rd national infant mortality survey on the 1999 birth cohort
was conducted at the 4,513 medical and health facilities during the
period of December 17~30, 2001. National maternal mortality survey
was conducted simultaneously with infant mortality survey and infant
mortality was produced by 16 provinces and also by city and rural
area within provinces this time.

The number of infant deaths among the 1999 birth cohorts was
3,336(male 2122, female 1,711, unknown sex 3) and male infant
deaths occupied 55.4% of the entire infant deaths. 60.8% of the infant
deaths occurred during the neonatal period that means less than 4
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weeks after births. The infant mortality rate of the 1999 birth cohort
was 6.2 per thousand live births(male 6.5, female 5.8). The infant
mortality rate of the city area was 6.1 and lower than that of
county(Kun) area at 7.1. The region with the lower infant mortality
rate in Korea were Inchon at 4.4, Gyonggi at 54, Seoul at 56 in
order, and the region with the highest infant mortality rate were
Kangwon and Gyongnam at 7.8 respectively.



