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Summary

International competitiveness and tasks of Korean
traditional medicine from the perspective of international
comparison of curricula and research

Gun-Chun Ryu, Han-Wool Lee, Sung-Jong Oh, Cheol-Jin Park

This paper evaluates the international competitiveness of Korean
traditional medicine through comparison of its curricula and research with
the corresponding parts of China, Japan and the U.S., and seeks to give
advicesfor Korea.

The curricula are important because they are the starting point of the
negotiation for opening Korean traditional medicine manpower markets.
The curricula of Korean traditional medicine make it comparable to
western medicine in that they are independent from those of the western
medicine but cover almost all the areas of health. In this point the
curricula of Korean traditional medicine are different from those of the
western aternative medicine that have only restricted capacity to handle
the health problems. In contrary to the western alternative medicine the
Chinese medicine is also as comprehensive as Korean traditional
medicine.

Therefore we must consider this distinction when we think of the
opening Korean traditional medicine manpower market or the making
inroads into foreign health care manpower markets.

Korean traditional medical doctors are encouraged to exploit their
comparative advantage in curricula when they penetrate foreign health
care manpower markets. If they can present the objective evidence for
comparative advantage of better curricula, they will have more chance to
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enter into foreign health care manpower market with better conditions.
Korean traditional doctors can also enter the foreign health care
manpower market easier, if there the Chinese traditional doctors are
aready accepted. That is, they can make use of the fact that the curricula
of Korean traditional medicine are as comprehensive and good as those of
Chinese medicine and even better.

For the western alternative medicine Korea must consider that its
curricula are not so comprehensive as the curricula of the Korean
traditional medicine. Therefore there must be a legal category for the
western alternative medicine in order that the proper negotiation for the
opening health care manpower market is possible.

Korea has invested in Korean medicine research and its link with the
health care industry not so much as China, Japan and the U.S.. But
Korean traditional medicine manpower has good quality, therefore it is
recommended that Koreainvest in this areaintensively and selectively.



