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Investigation into the Styles of Articles
Regarding Suicide by Different Media:

Comparison of the Styles between
Internet Media and Newspapers

Yu, Hyunjae Song, Jieun
(Sogang University) (Sogang University)

This study is about news articles dealing with suicides which are thought to
be one of the critical reasons behind increasing suicide rates in Korea. The
researchers investigated how news articles are different from each other in styles
depending on the types of news media. As a sample of this study, five
traditional newspapers and five Internet news services were chosen along with
actual news articles on suicides from January 1, 2011 to May 31, 2011. All
articles that appeared in the media during the time period were collected through
keyword search in major portal web sites. This study found that there were
more articles that provide very detailed information about what methods people
used in committing suicide and specific information about the victims, and that
use direct expressions in headlines in Internet news media compared to
traditional news media. It was also found that the suggestions from the Korea
Suicide Prevention Association and the Ministry of Health & Welfare on limiting
specific expressions and information which could cause people to commit suicide
were not strictly observed both in Internet news services and traditional news

papers.

Keywords: Suicide, Media Articles, Influence of Media on the Rate of Suicide
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