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Is It Possible to Achieve a German Way of Social

Security Integration in the Korean Peninsula:
Investigation of Unification Environment and Policy Measures

Noh, Yong-Hwan

(Seoul Women's University)

This study investigates the possibility of a German way of social security
integration in the Korean peninsula. Unlike German reunification where the Western
system of social security and welfare replaced that of the East within a short period
of time after the unification, it is much less obvious that the South Korea is playing
a dominant role for North Korea. Considering our estimation of the capital costs
of social security integration under various circumstances and assumptions, a hasty
decision about the full-scale integration of social security system prior to North’s
taking matured market economic principles is far from desirable. A rapid integration
may cause delay in economic and social union. We proposed that short-term social
security support for the protection of basic livelihood security of the North Korean
immediately after reunification is required. Emergency welfare assistance system
including minimum living expense guaranteed and health protection for the people
from the North right after the reunification should be promoted. Also, to prevent
disorder caused by the probable exodus from the North to the South predicted with
the reunification, it is very important to prepare a policy that induces North Koreans

to voluntarily remain and work in the North.

Keywords: Reunification, Integration of Social Security, Reunification Cost



