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Abstract

A Study on the Elderly-Friendly Community Development

Rapid population aging and the increasing regional differences in elderly welfare services
pose the challenge of building elderly-friendly communities, where what matters most is policy
effort to overcome regional disadvantages and adjust regional differences in welfare needs and
services. The objective of this study is to suggest future policy directions and strategies for
different types of region. For this, the authors identified 6 regional types out of 234 municipal
communities, based on their characteristics: "urban", "rural", and "urban-rural", and the
proportion of the total population aged 65 and over (less then 14%, 14% ~less then 20%, 2
0% ~1less then 30%, 30% and over). Also, this study reviewed previous studies, analyzed
existing statistical data by 6 regional types, carried out case studies, and conducted working
group sessions of professionals and social workers.

Composed of four parts, this study begins with profiling the socioeconomic characteristics,
population aging, and elderly welfare facilities of each municipal district. Second, living profiles
and welfare needs of older persons are analyzed. Third, policy orientations, policy strategies,
short-term are suggested by 6 regional types. Fourth and last, in the concluding part, this study
summarized main findings and proposed strategies for reducing the current regional inequality in

elderly welfare services and developing elderly-friendly community.
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