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Technical Support and Developmental Strategies of Growth and
Developmental Screening Program for Infants and Children in Health Centers
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SUMMARY

I, Title

Technical Support and Developmental Strategies of Growth and Developmental

Screening Program for Infants and Children in Health Centers

1. Summary

The government implemented a project on strengthening of public health centers
through  MCH program reforms and evaluation system development. 'Growth and
Developmental Screening Program for Infants and Children(GDSP for IC); is one of the
program of Women and Child Health Intervention Programs to promote and protect
health and prevent diseases as well as provide medical care. GDSP for IC was
conducted at 8 public health centers in 1999 and at 115 public health centers in 2005.

The purpose of this study is to find out working conditions and problems of
GDSP for IC, to evaluate the programs with technical support based on the need of the
workers at 115 health centers, to develop the screening tool and guideline for assessing
the growth and developmental status for infants and children, and to suggest the future
directions for establishment of GDSP for IC in order to improve the quality of services
and strengthen the role of health centers in community.

This study was conducted based on interviews and mailing surveys on the 115
health centers in addition to a consumer survey(self recording method questionnaire) for
clients at 6 health centers.

The results are as follows: 83.3% of the health centers replied that they ensured
proper budget to implement the program. 86.1% of the personnel of the program was

nurse, and the average number of staff involved in the program was one in each health



center. However, when analyzed staff committed on this program over 20% out of total
activities of each staff’s works, there was only one in health centers of 48.5%. 71.7% of
the developmental screening tool utilized in health centers was Korean Denver II, and
17.1% was Denver II.

The number of client of GDSP for IC was 604 in average for 2005 per health center.
Among them, 5.1 of infants and children were suspected to be retarded or disordered
growth and development stage, therefore they were recommended to visit and reconfirm
the designated indications in hospital or special treatment centers. 51.8% of clients
replied that they were satisfied with services of the program.

The results of this study may help policy maker for making strategies of qualitative
healthcare services for GDSP for IC. The screening tool and management guideline of
GDSP for IC as well as operational strategies for the program developed by this study
will contribute on improving the quality of service and the extension the program

nationwide.



