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The 2008 Marriage and Parenthood Package

The 2008 Marriage &
Parenthood Package

—

»H’V” fﬂOIE response to

Ultra-Low Fertil ity

A/P Paulin Straughan
Department of Sociology

National University of Singapore

Overview

* A Brief History of Singapore’s Pro-Family Policies
* Healthy environment yields healthy birth rate?
* Government family policies - Do they Work?

* Social & cultural barriers to fertility




“Singapore Family Policies:
Independence - 1999

YEAR

1965 4.7 Population Control

1980 1.82 Continuation of population
control

1987 1.62 First major introduction of

pro-natalist policies

Singapore Family Policies:”

2000 - 2008

2000 1.60 Introduction of “Baby Bonus”
and

2004 25 Enhanced Pro-Family Policies

2005 1.25

2006 1.26

2007 1.29

2008 NA New Marriage & Parenthood

Package




The 2008 Marriage and Parenthood Package

2008 Marriage & Parenthood
Package

* Multi-dimensional

>Encourage marriage

> Promote large families
>Work life balance

e

Courtship & Marriage

¢ Role of state as match-maker

- Merger of Social Development Unit (SDU) & Social
Development Service (SdS)

>SDU Accreditation Council
> Growing private dating industry

* Facilitate home ownership

- Housing grant for HDB flats




Promote Procreation
* Medisave Maternity Package

> pre-delivery + delivery medical expense

> Assisted conception procedures
» Co-funding of Assisted Reproduction Technology

¢ Third Child Priority Scheme

Raising Children

* Tax benefits
>Working Mother’s Child Relief
>Grandparent Caregiver Relief
>Parenthood Tax Rebate

» Baby Bonus Scheme

- Cash gift + co-savings component

» Centre-based Childcare

- Enhance quality, affordability & accessibility

» Concession on Foreign Maid Levy




The 2008 Marriage and Parenthood Package

Work-Life Balance

» 16-week paid maternity leave
* Paid child care leave (6 days per child under 7 years)
* Unpaid infant care leave

4-week paid adoption leave
» Work-life Works! (WoW!) Fund

Messages within Family Policies

* Procreation within legal marital unions
* Promote large families — three or more children
privileged

Encourage women to remain in the labour force

» Incentives
>Tax benefits
Housing grants & priority allocation schemes

>Child care options & leave benefits




GoVernment Policies —
Will they work?

» Do pro-family policies address root cause of ultra-low

fertility?

Macro Factors & TFR

* Multiple regression model predicting TFR using
percentage growth in economy, female labour force
participation rate, male labour force participation rate

»TFR correlated positively with economic growth +
negatively with female labour force participation rate

» Adjusted R-square = 56.3%




The 2008 Marriage and Parenthood Package

Awareness of 2004 Pro-Family
Government Policies

* 39% Yes, [ have read up on them

' 37.1% Yes, | heard about them but do not know
the details

® 23.9% No, I have not seen the announcements

(n=1510)

2004 Pro-Family Policies

* 23.9% not aware of policies - concentrated among
those with no children or 1 child

® Those with 3 or more children more likely to believe
that pro-family policies will help increase the TFR

¢ Evidence suggests that pro-family policies may
encourage those with 1 child to have more children,
but not those with no children




