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Abstract

The Results and Implications from the Third Conference of Parties to the
WHO FCTC and System Improvement of Tobacco Related Regulation
(Law) in South Korea

The purpose of this report was to analyze the World Health Organization’s Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control and draw implications for policy development in Korea.
It is to provide policy recommendations to Korean policy makers that deal with tobacco
control policy, anti-smoking program providers and health professionals.

This report consisted of two parts. The first part of this report included summary of
the results of the third Conference of the Parties(COP3) of the FCTC, and implications
for the Korean tobacco control policy. Authors reviewed draw implications from tobacco
control policies in foreign countries.

The second part of this report included review of tobacco related laws and
regulations in Korea. Authors reviewed principles of the constitution, tobacco related laws
and cases related to tobacco litigation in Korea. They suggested a harmonized legal
system to implement the FCTC more effectively.

The Republic of Korea signed the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control on July
21, 2003, and ratified the FCTC on May 16, 2005. The Korean government has the
obligation of implementing the FCTC. The following summary includes the recent

achievements the Korean tobacco control policy has made.



A. Legal and Institutional Achievements

* National Health Promotion Act enacted (1995)

The Korean smoke-free policy has been actively promoted since the 1995 enactment of
the National Health Promotion Act. Article 8 of the Act stipulates,’Central and local
governmental organizations shall educate and inform the public about the negative impact
of direct / second hand smoke and excessive drinking on their health <revised on Sep.
27, 2006>." The Tobacco Business and Youth Protection Acts concern tobacco control

laws.

* A comprehensive smoke-free plan established (2001)

Since the president ordered the establishment of a comprehensive smoke-free plan, the
government’s interest in 'no smoking’ has increased. Korea Tobacco and Ginseng Corp.
became a private company in 2001 and has labeled tar and nicotine content on the
tobacco package since 2002. No-smoking areas were further expanded in April 2003, and

an adult verification system was installed in cigarette vending machines in 2004.

* Cigarette prices increased for tobacco control (2004)

By signing the treaty of FCTC, the Korean government increased cigarette prices in
December 2004 for the tobacco control purpose, not the tax revenue purpose. As a part
of its aggressive pricing policies, the government has decided to stop selling tax-free

cigarettes for soldiers by 2009.

* Smoking-free areas expanded (2006)

The smoke-free areas have been expanded to small offices, factories, and local

government buildings due to the revision of the Enforcement Regulations of the National
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Health Promotion Act in 2006. It has been recommended for facilities that are not yet
designated as ’smoke-free areas’, smoking areas should be separated using partition or

screen.

* Cancer-causing ingredients to be labeled on tobacco packages (2008)

Besides the tobacco health warning label, labeling the cancer-causing ingredients have
been required on tobacco packages as of December, 2008. The sentence - ’Cigarette
smoke contains cancer-causing substances such as naphthylamine, nickel, benzene, vinyl
chloride, arsenic and cadmium’ - is clearly writtenon the front and back of the cigarette

pack (Since December 15, 2008).

B. Education, Communication, and Public Awareness Campaignes

0 Smoke-Free Campaign

- 2005

The stop-smoking campaign was promoted through the mass media based on IMC
strategy in consideration of the influential factors on smoking by gender, age and

occupation.

- 2006

Slogans have been in use since 2006 to propose major guidelines in smoke-free projects

0 Celebrity Marketing

- 2006

With the celebrity marketing strategy, great attention was drawn from the public and a



message was delivered to the target consumers more efficiently.

0 Social Network Marketing

The first smoke-free support club (mostly college students) was formed in 2007, and the
smoke-free support culture has been more specified and better organized by recruiting
members of the second smoke-free support club in 2008. The establishment of a social
network is significant in that the smoke-free movement can now be promoted by a

private organization as well as by the central government.

0 The Secondhand Smoke Awareness Campaign

Nationwide anti-smoking campaigns informing the public about the risk of the
secondhand smoke through TV commercials started in 2007. In 2008, the ’Say NO!’
campaign which aims to make non-smokers speak out and be active against the

secondhand smoke was launched.

0 Culture Marketing

A smoke-free message was delivered based on cultural approaches such as development
of creative stories and animation for the prevention of smoking (2005), women

quit-smoking center (2007) and the anti-smoking theme park (2008).

C. Smoke-free policy based on treatment and counseling

O Operation of stop-smoking clinics in 254 public health centers nationwide

Since 2005, the Korean government has provided free anti-smoking counseling and
treatment in 246 public health centers nationwide (254 public health centers as of 2008).
A total of 300,000 smokers (as of 2008) have annually received freeanti-smoking
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counseling and treatment services (ex: Nicotine replacement therapy, bupropion therapy)

for 6 months.

D. Smoke-free policy through collaboration: Smoke-free policy in cooperation with civil

anti-smoking organizations

The efficiency of anti-smoking policy has been improved and assisted by civil
anti-smoking organizations. In addition, the smoking cessation participation rates have
increased because smoking cessation has been satisfied participants’ needs through variety

of anti-smoking programs.

0 Collaboration of no-smoking projects between the central government and the local

government - No-smoking campaigns through public health centers

Public health centers have promoted a variety of anti-smoking activities such as the
creation of an anti-smoking environment and facilitation of smoke-free campaigns and
education as well as the operation of anti-smoking clinics. The Korean government has
also promoted effective anti-smoking policies by cooperative network between the central

government and the local organizations.

O Portal-based online network:

The on-line No-Smoke Guide is Korea’s most famous anti-smoking web portal that
provides a variety of anti-smoking related information and online programs. To provide
useful information and services in an efficient and systematic way, the anti-smoking

website has been operated since January 2002. (http://www.nosmokeguide.or.kr)



E. Future direction

0 The Korean government has been successful in decreasing tobacco use among male
adults during the past decade. However, recent statistics and researches have shown
that female smokers and adolescent smokers are increasing in addition to the slow
decrease in male adult smoking. Still many young people have been exposed to
secondhand smoke. It was anticipated that we needed strengthened measures and new

measures for the changing tobacco epidemic.
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