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Abstract

Medical industry in Korea belongs to the area whose massive portion is
dependent from foreign countries. In particular, dental equipment and supplies
have been one of the highest foreign dependency industries due to small dental
market, low demand, and poor technological development. However, with the
results of corporation among academy, industry, and research field, some
equipment companies recently overcome their technical limitation and expand
their market shares. Dental implants and related supplies are that kinds.

Total product of equipment and supplies was 1,704.2billion won in 2005,
1,949.2 billion won in 2006, and 2,217.1 billion won in 2007. That expansion
corresponds average annual 14% growth rate. When we divide total products to
dental and medical portion, annual growth rate of medical products was average
9-10%, but that of dental was 17.5 in 2005, 39.2% in 2006, and 26.2% in 2007.
Total product of dental implants in 2004 increased 3.85 times compared with the
previous year, and passed 100 billion won in 2006. As a result, foreign
dependency of dental implants fall 38% in 2007, and development contribution
rate of dental implants on total medical equipment and supplies was 18.9%
during the last five years 2003-2007, which was especially high compared to
ordinary contribution rate (about 5%).

Despite rapid development and importance in medical industry, total R&D
expenditure of dental field was only 3.4% (about 14-15 billion won per year) of
total medical R&D expenditure. Based on export survey, dental implant

technology in Korea was evaluated as having the potential ability to develop the

~0®~~0OT>
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highest level products, and clinical skills was assessed as the highest one.
On conclusion to develop dental implant related industry in Korea several
policy alternatives were suggested as following;
1. To establish dental clinical trial center
2. To establish International dental corporation center
3. Development of dental convention

4. To raise dental R&D expenditure and to encourage multi-center research
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