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Current Status and Challenges of Youth
Protection Policy:
Focusing on Policy Agenda “Community
Youth Support Net Project”

Kim, Jiyon

(National Youth Policy Institute)

This article is intended to review the current status of the Youth Protection Policy over the
past year and the challenges in the future. The focus is especially on the “Youth Support Net
Project”, a part of the “Equal Growth Opportunities for Youth” initiative.

The Equal Growth Opportunities for Youth Initiative is aimed at building up a safety net for
youth including those deemed at risk. The initiative helped set up Youth Safety Net Teams,
local-level entities that are tasked to provide a comprehensive set of services for youth.
Also, efforts are under way as part of this initiative to construct the “Integrated Information
System for At-risk Youth” (2020-2022). Although the harmful environment surrounding
youth is rapidly changing and the local community should take full responsibility for youth
protection, Youth Support Net is however still being piloted in only 15 regions nationwide.
The local governments should concern and fulfill their obligations in youth intervention. What
sets this policy apart from previous measures is that it focuses on a paradigm shift.
However, bold innovation is required to completely change policy foundation, and whether it
will succeed or fail depends on how much the government will invest in the policy.
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