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Characteristics of Child Abuse and
Measures to Improve the Budget Structure
of Child Protection Services

YoungSook Lee

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

Recently, child abuse has been increasing amid the changing socio—economic environment
marked by intensifying employment instability and rising divorce rates, calling for a structural
solution. The budget structure for child protection services needs to be reorganized to
amplify the role of local governments in the response to child abuse and implement an
‘immediate separation system.” The need for such budget restructuring is evidenced by the
fact that, for example, 92.2% of child protection services budget in 2021 comes from
ministries other than those responsible for the child protection programs. In these
circumstances, it is difficult to secure necessary resources and efficiently manage finances
for child protection. Given that the child protection budget has been growing at a considerable
rate to a sufficient level, policy makers may consider shifting the funding of child protection
programs to the general accounts of relevant ministries. Another option would be setting up,
with the participation of relevant ministries, a new Child Fund. In consideration of the
expansion of local affairs in response to child abuse, measures need to be taken to secure
local financial capacity.
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