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Fertility Change

à TFR has declined too rapidly
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Fertility Change

à TFR has long lasted, chronically lowest low, under 1.3. 

Country Duration under TFR 1.3 Period

Germany 4 years 1992~1995

Greece 8 years 1996~2003

Italy 11 years 1993~2003

Japan 3 years 2003~2005

Korea 12 years 2001~2012

Poland 4 years 2003~2006

Slovak Republic 8 years 2000~2007

Slovenia 11 years 1995~2005

Spain 10 years 1993~2002

Source : OECD. Family Database



Prolonged Life Expectancy

Source : OECD. Family Database



Population  Aging



Population Aging: Trend



Population Aging: Speed

Country
Aging society to 

Aged society
Aged society to

Super aged society

France 115 years 40 years

U.S. 72 years 16 years

Italy 61 years 20 years

Japan 24 years 12 years

Germany 40 years 38 years

Korea 18 years 8 years

Source : UN(2010). Population Prospects

* Aging society(7%)àAged society(14%)àSuper aged society(20%)



Causes of Low Fertility



Future Insecurity



Delay in Marriage

: Job and income insecurity, burden for 

marriage cost(housing), mismatch, 

imbalance between marriage life and work



Imbalance between Work and Family Life



Labor type after 1st childbirth
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Burden for Childrearing

(1)The support by family members has been weaken along with 
increase in nuclear family.

(2)There has been a shortage of child related infrastructure. 

(3)Reluctance of males’ participation in childcare and housework
- House work per day: 42 min 

(compared with 3.1 hrs (Canada) & 3.3 hrs (New Zealand)
- Use of paternity leave: 2% of total childcare leaves



Increase the opportunity cost of child and
the burden of childcare costs and thus, 
put more values on ‘quality of child’ than ‘quantity of child’

Change in Values on Child
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Lack of Labor
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Slow-down in Economic Growth



Increase in Burden for Social Security



Policy Response:
Saeromaji Plan 



History of Population Policy in Korea





Policy Response to Low Fertility and Aging
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Policy Implications

To make fertility rates converge to and long be maintained at  the appropriate level, 
can be achieved not naturally but by continued social and policy efforts. 

• Fertility behaviors are closely intertwined with overall socio-economic phenomena. 
→ Efforts should first be made to bring about changes in the overall aspects of 

economy  and society in fostering environments
favorable to marriage, childbirth and child-rearing. 

• Recognizing that the current low fertility is not a transitory 
phenomenon is not enough. 
àMore importantly public interest and active responses are required 

to cure the symptoms unfavorable to the Korean families and individuals. 


