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Abstract

Social Services for End—of-life Support

Project Head: Kim, Yuhwi

With increasing life expectancy, interest has grown in “dying
well” or “good death,” which emphasizes dignity in the
end-of-life process. Such interest in dying well has led to the
enactment of the "Life-Sustaining Treatment Decision Act" in
2017, expanding related services. However, discussions have
been predominantly healthcare-focused, leaving gaps in wel-
fare services for end-of-life support.

This study aims to broaden the scope of existing discussions
and policies on end-of-life services to ensure dignified
end-of-life care and death for diverse service recipients within
the social welfare sector. The study focused on self-determi-
nation support, end-of-life care, and funeral and burial sup-
port, and conducted policy analysis, interviews with end-of-life
service recipients, and focus group interviews (FGIs) with
end-of-life service providers. The study suggests expanding
end-of-life services, improving the fragmented service delivery
system, strengthening service support and medical-welfare
linkages in the community, and improving information

accessibility.

Co-Researchers: Eo, Yugyeong-Kim, Jinhee - Lee, Sunhee-Han, Sooyoun
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The study also emphasizes improving public awareness and
discussions on dying well. By addressing these areas, the study
seeks to ensure that dignified end-of-life care is accessible to

all, regardless of their circumstances.

Key words: end-of-life, social services, self determination support ,
care service, funeral service
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