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Republic of Korea

Update on HIA practices, law
and legal framework

Eun Jin Choi
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs

Consultation Meeting of Thamatic Worlans Group on Health Impact Assessment (TWG-HLA)
1st December 2017, Banglok Thailand

1. Policy and legal framework
related to HIA and EIA

* Environmental Health Act(2008) included mandated
HIA on certain projects and HIA has been
conducted since 2010.

* About 240 projects including industrial sites,
thermoelectric power plants, and incineration
facilities were under the mandated HIA from 2010
to 2014. They measured and predicted major health
hazards in the air and health status of residents.



Local government’s mandatory HIA

* National Health Plan under the Ministry of Health
and Welfare includes healthy city and Health
impact assessment

* Healthy City policy in local governments (84 cities)

* Local government of Muju province enacted a
healthy city ordinance including mandated HIA for
healthy public policy planningin 2011.

* Local government of Seocho in Seoul enacted a
residents’ health care ordinance including
mandated HIA for Healthy public policy in 2015.

2. National HIA Guidelines

[Environmental Health Act]
* Investigation of the environmental vulnerability of
the project

* Health impact assessmentincludes forecasting of
the air pollutants emitted from the execution of the
project expected to affect health.

* Quantitative and qualitative methods are used to
measure and forecast air quality and water quality,
noise and vibration.

* Reduction measures for recommendation



HIA Guideline for local governments

* HIA process includes screening, scoping,
identification of potential health impacts,
assessment, decision-making and
recommendations, and evaluation

* KIHASA(Korea Institute for Health and Social
Affairs) has closely worked with local governments
since 2008. KIHASA conduct seminars and
workshopsfor officersin local governments.

* About 25 projects were done by KIHASA's HIA
team.

3. HIA initiative /practices

Best Practices/Cases in the Implementation of the HIA



Gwangmyeong city (Healthy city)

* HIA on regeneration of AeGeeNeung Waterside
Park (2009) included screening, scoping,
assessment, and evaluation. There was a HIA
committee with KIHASA and local government.

* Some results of HIA included protection of water
quality, reduction of transportation, increase of
employment and community network, accessibility
of health and welfare service.

Seocho-gu HIA project in Seoul(2016)

Yangjae Water Stream Maintenance and
Im provement Project

Seocho-gu is located in the southern part of Seoul

metropolitan city.
Seocho-gu is a member of the Korean

healthy city network.
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< Steering Committee for Health Impact Assessments
@& Healthy cities—ralated govarnment employses in Ssocho—gu (thrae
parsans)
@ Communityleaders (two parsons)
@ Haalth experts (three parsons)
@ Expaerts in health impact assassmant (two persons)

I'ih::rfiﬂfnu_! Organmations:

— Protessor, Kosin Undvarsiby

Exparts m heath mpact aszesoment - Preifesar, Sahmysek Lnhrssty

— Derector of the Seocho—gue communsty health canter

HedY exhes vkl e it — Managar of the heaith policy teem  Ssocho—gu office

— Managar of the residenk admmstebon team,; Seocho—

Project opartar in Seocho—gu o
— Hazd of tha Frefly Center
hige — Community keadars

- Korez Instiuts for Hezith and Socal AHairs

Aessanchers = g L it

i Screening Information
@ lmpact on haalth
= Physical and prychologicalimpct and impect on families and communities
@ Impact oncommunitiss
= Whether to contribute to promating equality in heslth by reducing ineguality in health
= Whether the assessment programs can have significantly negathve effects on ol residents

= Whether the prigmms can lawe mane dagnificant ety on kn—income braclets and
wviirirable classes

© Whether the impact on bocal residants i significant enough 10 case wormy

**Sereening Methods
@ Dacision—making through consultative maatings

@ Advisors: healthy cities—related officials in Seocho—gu, experisin haalth
impact assessmant, and researchers

+Result
® Conductsimplified health impact assessmeanis
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“ Determinants of health: society, community, and personal lifestyles
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4. Capacity Building

1.

Human and Institutional Resources for HIA

professional networks : KIHASA and KEI

2. Current Activities related to Capacity Building:

conduct seminars and workshops to gather
information

_12_
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5. Challenges and Solutions to
Strengthen HIA Related to Policies

* Incorporation of HIA in EIA : broaden determinants
of Health

¢ Integration of HIA in the Health Promotion Policy
Plan by the ministry of health and welfare

* Expanding HIA work with local governments
* Development of HIA tools for Korean officers
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The National Health Plan and HIA for
Healthy public policy

2 Zelo| v
EMEED =
i '
[af L
- i
HE -
1 )
: AEEE ERFTN
: - ESEERRETFRER
ITEETANREE
| I £ B = Fenysirrw
=m | | -emim ey
-owE | I+ apra L]
T S Ng
== | e 4
L i

MG H8 R T ' i Po—
AECERAL EA FY T W N i

Thank you

_15_



