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Integrated Policy Support for Early Care
Leavers Transitioning to Adulthood

Lee, Sang Jung

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

The Child Welfare Act amended in August 2023 and its implementation in February 2024
laid the groundwork for the central or local governments to support individuals whose
out—-of-home protection has ended, or who have been discharged from an applicable
facility before turning 18, and who are deemed by the Minister of Health and Welfare to
need independent living support. This article examines the current state of support for
early care leavers on the cusp of transitioning into independent living. The findings
suggest that gaps in support coverage remain and silos between involved ministries and
agencies persist, hindering the delivery of necessary follow-up services. As ways to
address these difficulties, | suggest easing the age criteria, extending support to
children returning to their original families, developing an integrated, inter—ministerial
information system, systematizing follow-up services, and expanding the dedicated

child protection workforce.



