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Institutionalizing Support
for Vulnerable Youth:
Significance and Policy Challenges

Park, Kwang Dong

(Korea Legislation Research Institute)

Enacted on March 25 this year, the Act on Support for Children and Youth with Family
Caregiving Responsibilities, etc. lays the legal foundation for the ongoing effort to reduce
gaps in support for young people identified as socially withdrawn and isolated or as
young family caregivers, an effort that itself marks a significant change to Korea’s youth
welfare policy. The Act’s social and policy implications are substantial: it calls for greater
state involvement not only in addressing gaps in the existing support system for young
people in crisis but also in strengthening their protection and helping them build tailored
foundations for independent living. However, the Act faces several limitations in its
implementation. A legislative review is needed to clarify responsible organizations,
delineate the Act’s jurisdiction over related policy programs, and define the scope of

potential beneficiaries.
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