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Prospects and Tasks for Healthcare
Policies in 2026

Shin, HyunWoung

Yeo, Nageum

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

The aim of this article is to present “healthcare for all” as a new vision for healthcare
policy in 2026. Implemented separately with a provider—centric approach, policies in
different categories of healthcare—local healthcare, essential healthcare, and public
healthcare—have been less effective than intended in reducing healthcare gaps, despite
increasing resources allocated to them. This article advocates for a paradigm shift in
healthcare policy, from a provider—oriented to user-oriented model, from “more”
provision to “smart” provision. The proposed model consists of four layers of care, thus
taking on a “3+1 structure”: Basic Care guarantees four fundamental healthcare rights
for all citizens; Close-At-Hand Care addresses immediate healthcare needs at the local
level, ensuring they are met thoroughly within the local region; Personalized Care
provides fine—tuned responses to needs particular to individuals that may fall outside the
scope of both Basic Care and Close—At—Hand Care; and Al-Assisted Care serves as a
common thread throughout these layers, integrating them into an efficient whole. The
article also outlines the necessary steps to realize the proposed vision of a

people—centered system that guarantees fundamental healthcare rights for all.
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