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Spatial Mismatch between Elderly Care
Demand and Facilities in the Era
of Regional Depopulation

Cho, Seonga

(Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology)

This article presents an analysis of the problem of spatial mismatch between demand
and supply for eldercare resources in Korea, where rapid population aging coincides with
local depopulation. Using high-resolution demographic data, this spatial accessibility
analysis finds that for regions with declining populations, often characterized by a high
proportion of residents aged 65 and older and dispersed settlement patterns,
accessibility to eldercare facilities is substantially lower than suggested by administrative
data. Moreover, the proportion of older adults for whom care services are available
within walking distance declines sharply when estimated with real road network
distances taken into account, indicating that existing locality—specific statistics do not
adequately represent gaps in eldercare provision in local areas. These findings suggest
that addressing the stated problem should involve not only increasing the provision of
eldercare facilities, but also a major policy shift in the direction of promoting adaptive
reuse of non—eldercare facilities and expanding outreach services in order to improve the

spatial availability of local eldercare and better assist individuals with mobility limitations.
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