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Eldercare in Depopulating Regions:
National and Local Policy Responses

Kim, Sejin
Jung, Chanwoo

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

In this article, | first examine whether and to what extent national-government policies
concerning population and eldercare bear on aging in place (AIP) and the right to receive
care for older adults in a growing number of rapidly depopulating localities, and then
suggest ways to improve the eldercare system and related programs so that these
seniors can continue living in their own communities with assured access to the care
services they need. The present analysis of two categories of relevant policies—those
addressing local depopulation (including master plans responding to demographic
change and policies for balanced regional development) and those concerning health and
care for older adults (such as health management, medical care, long-term care, and
assistance with daily living activities)—shows that these policies, while each having
been implemented with its distinct objective, exhibit various limitations in advancing AIP
and guaranteeing the right of older adults in depopulating areas to receive adequate
eldercare. In an attempt to address these limitations, this article discusses
improvements needed for existing eldercare policies in order to further AIP for older

adults living in depopulating areas.
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