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Community-Based Reform of
Out-of-School Hours Care for
Primary School Children

Kang, Ji-won

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

In the last two decades, Korea has continued efforts to expand out-of-school-hours
care(OSHC) for primary school children, with the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of
Health and Welfare, and the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family leading the way.
Still, the point at which children begin primary education often marks a second career
break for their mothers. To reduce the childcare burden on families, the government has
woven after school education and out-of-school-hours care into Neulbom School, a
system integrating in—school programs with community—-based services outside school.
However, a tailored—to—needs program as part of this system, while having in effect
extended school release time for children in the first and second grades, has been
pointed out to be unsustainable due to a lack of human resources, space, and
operational capability. Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Education is set to shift the
policy focus to what is known as On—-Dongnae Care Initiative. This article surveys the
current state of OSHC for primary school children and offers several points for
consideration that may be of use in policymaking toward community—based afterschool

care.
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