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France’s Shift Away from the Application-Based Approach:
‘Solidarité a la Source’
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France’s Shift Away from the
Application-Based Approach:
‘Solidarité a la Source’

Joung, Eun Hee

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

In March 2025, France rolled out reforms that expanded the automated processing of
benefit applications and payments nationwide for both Active Solidarity Income (Revenu
Solidarité Active) and the In-Work Allowance (prime d’activité). This shift aimed to
address several issues arising from the complex structure of the French social security
system, such as the non-take-up of benefits, administrative errors, and improper
payments. At the core of the reform is the initiative known as Solidarity at Source
(solidarité a la source), a new system that automatically pre—fills income declarations
through data linkage, thereby reducing reporting errors and administrative friction. This
article explores France’s introduction of Solidarity at Source and discusses the remaining

challenges and their policy implications.
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