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Abstract

Examining Social Rights for the Immigrant Population in
Korea : Focusing on Public Assistance Systems

Project Head: Kim Ki-tae

This study examines the inclusion and exclusion of immigrants within
Korea's public assistance system. Amid the continued rise in the immigrant
population, the study revisits welfare citizenship and social rights, focusing
on three aspects: theoretical framework, comparative analysis, and case
studies.

It identifies a dual logic of inclusion and exclusion implicit in the criteria
of need, labor, and citizenship, and compares twelve countries across four
welfare regimes. Japan and the United Kingdom illustrate different mecha-
nisms of restriction: ‘Jun'yong” (administrative inclusion) and “No
Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF).”

The study concludes that Korea should progressively extend public assis-
tance rights to permanent and long-term residents, strengthen protection
for immigrant children and humanitarian cases, and align its national sys-
tem with international human rights standards. Ultimately, securing immi-
grants’ social rights is essential to redefining welfare citizenship in an in-

creasingly diverse Korea.
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