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Megatrends and
Sustainability Discourse

Yeo, Eugene

Woo, Sunhee

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

Changes are unfolding at a daunting pace and on an unprecedented scale across
population, technology, and climate, exposing society to insecurity, uncertainty, and new
forms of social risk. As welfare states around the world show their limitations as they
take on these challenges, it becomes increasingly clear that alternative solutions must
be explored. Sustainability discourse, which emerged in the 1980s against the
background of concerns over industrial advancement wreaking havoc on the
environment, has evolved into a multi-dimensional framework whose relevance now
extends to trans—spatiotemporal domains, calling for a reconceptualization of how
human needs can be met sustainably. Within this discourse, pragmatic green growth
approaches vie with normative degrowth perspectives. Sustainability discourse provides

a promising framework for exploring alternatives and therefore merits further attention.
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