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Life Events and Residential Mobility:
Evidence from College Entry, Employment,
and Marriage

Yi, Jihye

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

This study examines how residential mobility patterns change around key life events—
such as entering college, starting employment, and getting married—among individuals
aged 19-49. College entry is associated with an increased rate of relocation to Seoul and
other metropolitan cities. Entry into employment is associated with higher rates of
movement to Greater Seoul (Seoul and its surrounding areas), whereas first marriage is
associated with a reduced likelihood of residence in Seoul and other metropolitan cities.
These findings indicate that regional mobility among young people is closely linked to
structural factors such as higher education, job opportunities, and housing costs,
suggesting the need for policy responses that take life—course characteristics into
account, including strengthening the competitiveness of regional universities, expanding
job opportunities outside the capital region, and providing housing support for young

people and newly married couples.
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