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Multilocality and the Perceived Impact
of Local Policies

Ko, Jayee

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

In light of increasing multi-local living, this study investigates residents’ awareness and
utilization of local public assistance, as well as their acceptance of alternative
institutional arrangements, such as the recognition of multiple addresses. The analysis
draws on data from the “Survey of Perceptions of Local Population Change and the
Perceived Impact of Local Population Policy.” The findings suggest that, although
awareness of local population and welfare policies is widespread among residents,
actual utilization remains limited. Respondents frequently perceived the level of public
assistance available in their local areas to be lower than that provided in other
municipalities. Meanwhile, multi-local living was found to shape residents’ awareness
and utilization of local programs, as well as their perceptions of program effectiveness.
Individuals who regularly move between two or more residences were less aware of
assistance programs provided in the locality where their permanent addresses were
registered and were more likely to face constraints in accessing services tied to that
location. Because the administration of local public assistance remains based on
registered residence, it fails to account for the needs arising from the rise of multi-local
living, leading to distortions in both access to, and perception of the effectiveness of,
local government services. These findings suggest the need to consider how
administrative services should be designed and delivered so that they better reflect the

realities of multi—local residence.
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