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Population Mobility and Residential
Conditions

Kang, Ji-won

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

In Korea, although internal migration is declining overall, population concentration in the
Capital Region continues. These migration patterns reflect disparities in underlying
factors such as regionally varying residential conditions. This study examines how
residents’ life satisfaction, residential conditions, and neighborhood environments
influence their intention to migrate. Life satisfaction was found to have the greatest
impact on migration intention. Residential conditions—including living infrastructure,
safety infrastructure, and local social cohesion—as well as access to neighborhood
amenities within a 5-minute walking distance (400 m), were also significant factors.
Meanwhile, many areas were found to have limited accessibility to neighborhood
amenities, indicating that even basic daily conveniences are not evenly provided across
regions. Notably, respondents reported a lower intention to migrate themselves but a
higher intention to encourage their children and younger relatives to migrate. Future
policies should therefore prioritize enhancing residents’ quality of life by improving
residential conditions, particularly access to amenities within a 5—-minute walking

distance.
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