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Public Perception of Social Mobility
and Its Implications

Jang, Yoon—sun

Kim, Tae—wan

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

This article presents an analysis of key findings from a survey on perceived social
mobility conducted by the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs in 2025 involving
3,000 individuals aged 19 and older. While a relatively high percentage of respondents
believed that individuals could improve their socioeconomic status through their own
efforts, many also believed that parents’ socioeconomic status significantly influences
that of their children. These findings suggest a gap between aspirations for social
mobility and perceptions of the opportunities actually available. When asked how their
current socioeconomic status compared with their status at around age 15, 48.8 percent
of respondents reported remaining in the middle class, as they had been during
childhood, indicating that opportunities for upward mobility are widely perceived to be
diminishing. Perceptions of social mobility play an important role in individuals’ mobility
beliefs, which means that the more persistent the perception that upward mobility is
faltering, the more likely it is that social classes will become increasingly rigid. Policy
efforts should therefore focus on expanding the overall opportunity structure and

reducing structural inequalities that constrain social mobility.
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