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An Analysis of Mobility of Social Network Across Generations
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mobility in the

distant future

ZX: “Drivers of Social Mobility”, Social Mobility Commission, 2024, p. 19. https://socialmobility.independent-commission.uk/ap
p/uploads/2024/09/State-of -the-Nation-2024.pdf
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An Analysis of Mobility of Social Network
Across Generations

Kim, Ki—-tae

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

Individuals’ social connectedness—that is, their social network—affects their social
mobility in important ways. Yet empirical investigations into the intergenerational
transmission of social networks remain scarce both in Korea and in other countries.
Korea ranks lowest among OECD countries in social connectedness and exhibits the
largest disparities in social connections across age groups and levels of educational
attainment. However, these characteristics have received little scholarly attention.
Drawing on data from the 2023 Social Survey, this study examines the extent to which
social networks are transmitted from parents to their children. The findings indicate that
children of parents with larger social networks are more likely to participate in
associations and attend cultural and arts events. These relationships remain statistically
significant even after controlling for income and educational attainment. The
intergenerational reproduction of social networks, which are unequally distributed across
socioeconomic groups, may constitute a major barrier to social mobility. Further

academic investigation and policy attention are needed.



