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The Rationale and Current Status of the
Old-Age Preparation Support System

Lee, So—Chung

(Namseoul University)

Korea’s Old—Age Preparation Support System emerged in response to Korea’s particular
social circumstances. Preparation for later life is a process through which individuals, by
planning ahead for their income, health, interpersonal relationships, and the meaning of
life, seek to maintain their freedom and autonomy into old age. At the social level, it
forms part of an effort to reduce in advance the risks of poverty, ill health, loneliness,
and social disengagement. Equipped though it is with a legal foundation and with a
delivery mechanism through the National Pension Service, this system has yet to
develop sufficiently, constrained by its top—down approach, low public awareness, lack
of a clear policy identity, an unclear division of responsibilities between central and local
governments, and limited platform functions and service content. Policymakers will need
to consider harnessing digital technology to provide more customized support, while also
establishing a governance mechanism that connects the National Pension Service’s
standards and platform functions with resources available at the local level and adopting
a perspective that views old-age preparation support as part of a preventive,
social-investment strategy that captures even the changes in individuals’ lives that
numerical indicators may fail to capture. Successful implementation of the Old-Age
Preparation Support System could represent a significant step toward shifting Korea’s

welfare state from reactive intervention to a preventive, capacity—building paradigm.
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