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| Abstract |

At the forefront of international health discourse is the perspective that health should be viewed less as a
byproduct of economic growth and more as an objective that economies should actively pursue—a
foundation for sustainable development. The World Health Organization (WHO) adopted the Health
Economics for All strategy (2026-2030) at the 79th World Health Assembly earlier this year, building on the
rationale set out in Health for All: Transforming Economies to Deliver What Matters, a 2023 report by the WHO
Council on the Economics of Health for All, which was established in 2020. The strategy, in which health is
defined not as a cost but as an investment, proposes reshaping economic policies to prioritize health and sets
out five strategic directions, along with the corresponding roles of Member States and the WHO Secretariat.
Reviewing the main arguments of the Council’'s aforementioned report, which serves as a foundation for the
strategy, as well as key elements of the strategy, including its vision and eight guiding principles, this article
synthesizes the positions that Member States held at the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly and
considers the implications for Korea.
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