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Abstract

A social support scheme improving childbirth and
parenting environments for unmarried mothers

The number of unmarried mothers in Korea is continuously growing as an open
sexual culture from the Western prevails, the pleasure-seeking business expands and
the influence of the mass media increases. So far, domestically, legal and
institutional support systems for the unmarried mother do not exist since many view
them immoral. But partly there are some agencies providing shelters and support
programs. Whereas, in developed countries, a family consisting of unmarried
mothers and out-of-wedlock babies are socially accepted as one of the family
patterns and various social supports are available. In addition, there are systems for
the unmarried father to be accountable for the lives of out-of-wedlock families.

This study recognizes that the unmarried mother and her child(ren) are a family,
institutionally though not accepted, in an era of low fertility. It analyzes the
childbirth and parenting environments for the unmarried mother in Korea aiming to
suggest the social support scheme letting the unmarried mother to overcome
socio-economic barriers and to meet their special needs. Findings from the needs
assessment of the unmarried mother are suggesting the needs of the legal and
institutional ground on which she steps and has independent living. This study
contributes to increasing fertility by letting the unmarried mother to secure a
reproductive right and to promoting the welfare of her and her children.
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