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| Abstract |

Inthis article, I provide an overview of the background to the introduction of the Safe Haven Law and Program
(SHLP) in 1999 and trace its development over time. I highlight recent changes, such as the spread of Safe
Haven Baby Boxes, the extension of the time frame for legally surrendering an infant, and the growing
number of designated surrender locations. While SHLP has made some headway in preventing child
abandonment, it still has structural limitations—such as the absence of follow-up support for at-risk parents—
and thus remains underused and low in accessibility. In this context, this article also considers the gap
between the law's original intent and its actual implementation, and discusses the implications of this US case
for Korea's new protected birth system and, more broadly, its social welfare system.
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