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| Abstract |

Anonymous childbirth has been a legal right for Italian women since 1997, governed by the legislative
framework of Presidential Decree 396/2000. The implementation of this right involves various stakeholders,
primarily the Ministry of Health, hospitals, medical and nursing associations, local health authorities (ASL),
professional associations, and citizens, who can report cases of abuse or non-compliance to the relevant
authorities. Courts, municipal authorities, the Public Prosecutor's Office, and the Juvenile Court also play a
role. Italian law primarily protects the anonymity of mothers rather than the children born through
anonymous childbirth. To date, the law does not explicitly protect the right of these children to trace their
mother’s identity, a gap that Italian courts only partially address in practice.
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