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| Abstract |

In this article, I examine a Japanese policy relevant to Korea's Crisis Pregnancy and Protected Childbirth
Support. In Japan, Stork's Cradle—a ‘baby box’ scheme introduced on May 10, 2007—has, through years of
operation, led to a social recognition of the severe vulnerabilities some women face in childbirth
environments. This, in turn, prompted a shift in policy direction in December 2021 toward Confidential Birth,
a Japanese counterpart to Korea's Protected Childbirth Support. The Japanese government subsequently
issued guidelines for the confidential childbirth program, which, as it was practiced by a single private hospital
and with mothers' identities kept hidden from authorities, had been considered legally questionable.
However, the new guidelines assign sole responsibility for managing maternal and child information to the
hospital and relevant local government. Despite calls from various individuals and groups for the
institutionalization of confidential birth, no significant action has yet been taken.
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