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| Abstract |

In July this year, US President Trump signed the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) into law, following its
passage by Congress. This Act, an expansive legislative package that incorporates most of Trump's campaign
promises turned into policies, focuses on tax cuts and stricter immigration regulations. However, as its details
have become clearer, this all-encompassing policy package has fueled growing debate within US political and
civic circles. The aspect attracting the most attention is the proposed Medicaid reform. The Act outlines
strategies to offset the deficits likely to arise from implementing Trump's core policies, mainly through
sweeping reductions in government spending across other policy areas, with Medicaid reform given
paramount importance. This article examines the Medicaid reform outlined in the OBBBA and how, for all the
political risks associated with scaling back Medicaid, the current administration has decided to push for this
Act. In doing so, the article considers the process that led to the adoption of the Act and the significance of
Medicaid within the US social welfare system and, going further, attempts to make sense of the overall
direction in which US social policies are likely to proceed.
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