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| Abstract |

Hospitals specializing in pediatric rehabilitation are in very short supply in Korea, forcing many children and
their families to move from one place to another in search of appropriate care. The situation calls for urgent
action to expand rehabilitation services for children and to improve social perceptions of these services. In
Germany, pediatric rehabilitation services, dating as far back as to the 18th century, have, over the years and
across two world wars, grown to become an essential part of the social welfare system, gradually taking firm
root today as a free-of-charge benefit program consisting of four-to-six weeks of intensive treatment,
institutional care, and curricular sessions that help students catch up on missed schoolwork. This article
examines the various features and recent developments of the German pediatric rehabilitation system,
thereby offering guidance to Korea in strengthening both the capacity and quality of its own rehabilitation
services, improving local access, and raising public awareness.
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