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| Abstract |

This article examines the key findings of the evaluation report on Germany’s basic pension supplement
(Grundrentenzuschlag), introduced in 2021, and draws implications for Korean's pension reform. According to
the evaluation report, as of 2023, 12.29% of old-age pension recipients qualify for the supplement; however,
the income test disqualifies nearly half of all eligible recipients (49.5%) from actually receiving it, and the
average supplement among recipients ranges from 67 to 103 euros per month, depending on region and
gender. The gender gap in receipt of the basic pension supplement is pronounced: while 18.20% of female
old-age pension recipients and 4.57% of male recipients qualify for the supplement, the income test works to
women's particular disadvantage — only 46.6% of eligible women actually receive the supplement, versus
70.9% of eligible men. The German basic pension supplement has demonstrated that it is institutionally
feasible to support long-term, low-wage contributors through a dedicated supplement mechanism even
within an earnings-related pension system; nevertheless, the operational evaluation makes clear that
considerably more refined design is needed.
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