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ZX: “Universal Credit statistics: background information and methodology”, Gov.uk, 2025a, https://www.gov.uk
/government/publications/universal-credit-statistics—background-information-and-methodology/universal
—credit-statistics—background-information-and-methodology#conditionality-regime-uc
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| Abstract |

In this article, I examine the UK's social assistance system as it applies to migrants and explore its implications
for Korea. Migrants' eligibility for social welfare benefits in the UK is primarily determined by two principles:
the No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) condition and the Habitual Residence Test (HRT). Notably, since Brexit,
the extension of the points-based immigration system to EU and EEA citizens has further intensified welfare
exclusion linked to immigration status. Even within the framework of Universal Credit—introduced under the
Welfare Reform Act 2012—barriers to benefit access have become more entrenched for migrants. Drawing
upon UK government statistics on Universal Credit claims by immigration status, released for the first time in
2025, this article provides an empirical analysis of benefit receipt among migrant populations. With respect to
policy implications for Korea, I suggest: (1) fostering public deliberation on eligibility criteria while
streamlining administrative procedures; (2) developing a database on welfare benefit receipt by migrants to
enable evidence-based policymaking; and (3) incorporating humanitarian exemption clauses.
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