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| Abstract |

This article examines the manner in which Japan's social assistance applies to the growing population of
foreign nationals and draws policy implications for Korea. The principal issue identified is that livelihood
protection, which under the spirit of Article 25 of the Constitution ought to function as a minimum guarantee,
has not been recognized as a legal right but has instead been applied only mutatis mutandis to foreign-born
residents. To provide background, this article contextualizes the terminology used to classify foreigners into
different categories, changes in the scale and composition of the foreign-born population, and the various
types of residence status. The article also examines how foreign-national residents, depending on whether or
not they have registered residence, may have differing levels of access to social security in general and may be
granted exceptions to rules excluding foreigners from livelihood protection. It provides an overview of the
basic principles and operation of livelihood protection and presents the current criteria for its
quasi-application to foreigners, linked to their residence qualifications. It also traces the formation of, and
subsequent changes in, the Livelihood Protection Act, outlines the contours of relevant debates, and considers
policy implications from the perspective of asking who constitutes the community of shared life on which
social assistance ought to be based.
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