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| Abstract |

This article provides a cross-national comparison of social assistance as applied to migrants. The cases,
including Korea, are classified into four types of welfare regime, social democratic, conservative, liberal, and
East Asian, with three countries assigned to each category. The focus is on the extent to which social protection
in each country is inclusive or exclusive of migrants. Differences across the welfare regimes are stark. The
social democratic regime is the most inclusive, conditioning eligibility primarily on residence. The conservative
type imposes more restrictive conditions, usually requiring long-term residence of five years or more. What
distinguishes the liberal welfare regime is that social assistance coverage is limited to select migrant groups,
such as permanent residents and recognized refugees. Welfare regimes of the East Asian type are marked by
a “nationals-only” principle that largely excludes migrants from eligibility. Korea, in particular, exemplifies a
model exclusive of almost all foreign-born residents, granting social assistance only to asylum seekers and a
segment of marriage migrants. Given the growing trend of settlement migration, Korea will need to consider
gradually extending social assistance coverage to non-national residents.
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