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Exploratory Analyses on the Effects of the

National Long-term Care Insurance:
Using the Korea Welfare Panel Study (2006-2015)

Jeon, Hae Sook
(Kyungpook National University)

Due to the rapid increase of aging population and the changes in perception of
elderly care, the National Long-term Care Insurance (NLCI) has been enacted since
2008. As specified in the Law on NLCI for Senior Citizens, NLCI aims to promote
people’s quality of life. Using the latent growth modeling, this study aims to examine
whether (1) the experience of using NLCI (at least once = 1), (2) the total years
of using NLCI (min. 0 ~ max. 7 years), and (3) the continuous use of NLCI (7 years
of NLCI use =1, all others =0) are associated with the trajectory of life satisfaction
(LS) among the elderly who had long-term care needs. The Korean Welfare Panel
Study Data from Waves 1 to 10 were used, including 1,120 elderly aged 65 and
over who reported that they had long-term care needs as of 2006. Major findings
are as follows. (1) Those who used NLCI at least once presented more positive LS
trajectory but it was not statistically significant. (2) Those who used NLCI for more
years presented more positive LS trajectory than their counterparts, which was
statistically significant. (3) Those who used NLCI continuously for 7 years presented
much more positive LS trajectory than their counterparts. The results further suggest
that the effects are getting stronger when the period of using NLCI is longer and
much stronger when it is used continuously. Based on the results, implications and

future research were discussed.

Keywords: Long-term Care Needs, National Long-term Care Insurance, Effectiveness
Evaluation, Life Satisfaction, Latent Growth Curve Modeling
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