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Abstract

Although previous studies reported that the married showed better health than
the unmarried, there exists the possibility of heterogeneity according to social
subgroups. This study examines the relationship between marital condition
(satisfying marriage, unsatistying marriage, never married, divorced, widowed) and
health, verifying the interaction effects with age or income. Using a nationally
representative sample of Korean adult men and women, OLS regression analyses
were conducted. In the results, first, the health of the never married was not better
than those whose relationship with their spouse was not satisfactory (reference
group). Second, among women, the divorced had worse health than the married
whose relationship with their spouse was not satisfactory. Third, the health
disadvantage of the never married since middle age increased with age. Forth, among
men, the health disadvantage of the divorced since middle age increased with age.
Fifth, among women, the widowed in advanced old age had better health than
persons whose relationship with their spouse was not satisfactory. Sixth, the health
disadvantage of the divorced increased as income decreased. Seventh, among
women, the health advantage of those whose relationship with their spouse was
satisfactory increased as income decreased. Finally, the health advantage of marriage
was not smaller for women than for men. These findings provide implications for
policy intervention by identifying vulnerable groups that experience health
disadvantages. Divorced men in old age and the low-income divorced may need

social assistance for their health.
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