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A Study on the Analysis of Metropolitan Government Ordinances
on the Support of Multi-Child Households
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Abstract

The current family demographic landscape is witnessing a rapid decline in
households with three or more children, commonly referred to as multi-child
households. Ironically, government policies aimed at supporting multi-child
households have been slow to adapt, primarily targeting families with three or more
children. This inertia has raised pertinent concerns about the low level of policy
sensitivity to evolving household structures. As a corrective measure, the government
has recently expanded the extent of its support to include households with two
children, demonstrating a heightened policy awareness. However, amidst this policy
shift, two challenges emerge: the lack of an agreed-upon definition of multi-child
households and the uncertain legal foundation for such policies.

Through a rigorous analysis of metropolitan ordinances pertaining to assistance
for multi-child families, this study identifies potential strategies for legal fortification
and policy enhancement. Key findings from this exploration reveal that current
ordinance formulations predominantly echo the perspectives of the state, society, and
caregivers, sidelining the well-being of the children themselves. There is a palpable
inconsistency across local governments in defining multi-child households,
highlighting the need for a standardized definition factoring in the number of
children, their ages, and the overall household composition. This standardization
would require deliberations on inclusion criteria concerning fetuses, foster homes,
and grandparent-headed households. A third key finding is that fiscal responsibility
is essential, with a call for policies to transcend their discretionary nature and
become mandatory to ensure sustainable support. This study also underscores the
importance of offering benefits that span the entire lifecycle, emphasizing households
over individual children. Conclusively, while universal support emerges as the
ultimate goal for qualifying multi-child households, the study advocates for a tiered
support approach, prioritizing the enhancement of children's quality of life based

on household size.

Keywords: Multi-Child, Multi-Child Households, Support of Multi-Child Households,
Metropolitan Government Ordinance, Ordinance Analysis




