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Abstract

As fertility rates in advanced countries rebound in the 21st century, theories
studying this phenomenon state that the relationship between fertility rates and
gender equality has a U-shaped relationship. However, this paper suggests that the
relationship between fertility rate and gender equality is closer to inversely J-shaped
than U-shaped, based on research showing that factors affecting fertility rates differ
depending on the stage of socioeconomic development.

The subjects of this study are 34 developed countries in the post-industrial stage
and 111 developing countries in the industrial stage, and correlation and regression
analysis are conducted on the two groups to find variables that affect fertility rates,
and then to find out the determinants of fertility rates.

The study found that women’s education level exhibited a strong negative
relationship with the fertility rate in the industrial stage and a weak positive
relationship in the post-industrial stage. The level of gender equality was not
statistically significant in the industrial stage, and there was a strong positive
relationship with the fertility rate in the post-industrial stage.

Consequently, it was revealed that the level of education among women in the
industrial stage and the level of gender equality in the post-industrial stage were
the determinants of fertility rates, and that the relationship between the level of

gender equality and the fertility rate was inversely J-shaped.

Keywords: Fertility Rate, Industrial Stage, Post-Industrial Stage, Inversely J-Shaped,
Women'’s Education, Gender Equality




