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Analysis of the Medical School Admission Quotas Issue
through Systems Thinking

Lee, Kyun Jick'

" Hallym University

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to conduct a dynamic and structural analysis of
South Korea’s 2023 medical school admission quotas issue based on
systems thinking and explore policy levers to address it. To achieve this, we
selectively utilized recent government press releases, policy reports from
national research institutions, minutes from policy conferences, policy
reports from the medical community, and news articles and reports
emphasized by newspapers and media. From January 1 to December 31,
2023, a total of 5,256 articles containing the keyword 'medical school
admission quotas’ were identified in national daily newspapers, regional
daily newspapers, and broadcasts, both in titles and main bodies. The
primary research conclusion is that, regarding the issue of expanding
medical school admission quotas, the structure confronted by the
government and the medical sector is not a state of intentional
underachievement by the government. Instead, it is situated in a state of
relative achievement achieved by sacrificing other stakeholders. The
problem with this structure is that it induces a pattern of the rich getting
richer and the poor getting poorer due to the presence of an unfair
competitive relationship. However, this structure is not only present in the
relationship between the government and the medical sector but also exists
among healthcare institutions within the sector. The more significant issue
is that patients and the medical sector are also enmeshed within this
structure. This is a direct consequence of the collapse of the delivery
system. From a structural perspective, the government needs to shift from a
resource—centric view, which predominantly occupies the private sector in
the delivery system, to a stakeholder perspective. Furthermore, self-
regulation is necessary to break the cycle of vicious behavior. Additionally,
the current bottleneck between local governments and universities needs to
be addressed as the government, the medical sector, local governments, and
universities are interconnected as one comprehensive structure regarding

the issue of medical school admission quotas.
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